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What 

ANTONY GORDON 

Scientology Is very likely the 
fastest growing religion In the 
world today. By definition it is 
the study of knowing how to know 
(scio: Latin; knowing in the ful- 
lest sense — logos: Greek; study). 

It fulfils its function as a reli- 
gion through a systemized set of 
teachings and disciplines design- 
ed to help man come to a reali- 
zation of himself as a spiritual 
being, and to a better understan- 
ding of his relationship to the 
physical universe. 

Founded in Washington D.C. 

July 21, 1955, by American phi- 
losopher L. Ron Hubbard, the 
organization has expanded to a 
membership in the millions with 
organizations and centers around 
the world and World Wide Head- 
quarters at St. Hill Manor, East 
Grinstead, Sussex, England. 

The Scientology headquarters 
for the U.S. are located in Los 
Angeles, along with the Los An- 
geles Organization of the Church 
of Scientology of California, the 
Advanced Organization at Los 
Angeles, and the American St. 

Hill Organization. 

The church facilities now oc- 
cupy five buildings in Los An- 
geles, and according to Tanii' 

Oman of the Assistant Guard- 
ian's Office for the Western U.S., 

“We're growing so fast we* re get- 
ting crowded again already." 

The Los Angeles Organization 
is housed in a large, white two 
story building on the corner of 
Westlake Ave. and Ninth Street, 
and in an adjacent building in the 
rear. 

From the outside one gets the 
impression of a quiet but busily 
efficient organization. The lawns 
are well kept, the buildings fresh- 
ly painted, and people move bris- 
kly back and forth through the 
full parking area between the 
buildings. 

Inside, a few people sit in the 
reception area, talking quietly, 
and staff members pass back and 
forth. A receptionist greets you, 
asks your name and notes it down 
in a log with the time of your ar- 
rival, gives you a small name tag 
and asks how she can help you. 

When your business is stated, 
she places a call to the depart- 
ment which will handle your 
needs, and asks if you would like 
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to have a seat until a page comes 
to route you to your destination. 

There are Scientology books in 
the reception area and a bronze 
bust of Hubbard. On the table in 
front of the couch is a folder of 
“success stories," at least 75 
personal accounts of how Scien- 
tology has helped the individuals 
who wrote the stories. 

Almost everybody passing 
through the reception area is 
smiling. 

The staff seems generally 
young, bright and intelligent. 
They look at you attentively when 
you ask questions and answer 
clearly. 

A pretty young woman comes 
out into the reception area with a 
man in his mid-twenties, and an- 
nounces that he is now a Grade 
IV Release. He is smiling and re- 
laxed and there is a warm round 
of applause. He is congratulated 
by everyone, there are hugs and 
laughter, and he goes back to 
complete his routing. 

Scientology processing is di- 
vided into Grades from 0 to Grade 
VII, which is called Clear. It's 
based on Hubbard's datum that for 
anything to be accomplished It 
must be approached gradiently 
one step at a time and each step’ 
firmly established before the next 
, is attempted. Too steep a gra- 
i 5j* ent . he claims, will cause one to 
become overwhelmed and give up 
the endeavour, while too long an 
approach will result in boredom 
and a movement away from the 
attempt. 

A person who has attained the 
state of Clear is defined as one 
who is at cause, willingly and 
knowingly, over mental matter 
energy, space and time as re- 
gards his own personal survi- 
val. 

A Clear, according to Hubbard 
no longer has a Reactive Mind’ 

A reactive mind is defined as a 
stimulous response mechanism 
existing below the level of aware- 
ness and made up of mental image 
pictures of moments of pain, un- 
consciousness, real or imagined 
threats to one's survival and real 
or imagined loss. This reactive 
mind, functioning in the logical 
framework of anything equals 
anything, assertedly keeps the 



individual tied to painful moments 
in the past and interferes with his 
potential abilities for handling his 
day-to-day existence in present 
time. 

Scientology processing is de- 
signed to rehabilitate a being’s 
CContinued on Page 11) 



(Continued from Page 6) 
inherrent spiritual abilities to a 
point at which he can clear him- 
self of this reactive mind, ac- 
cording to Hubbard. 

The technology for such re- 
habilitation is the synthesis of 
Hubbard’s 35 years of research 
into the realms of religion (Eas- 
tern and Western) primitive cul- 
tures, psycho-analysis, philoso- 
phy, nuclear physics, meta- 
physics and occult phenomenon; 
in short, he says, into the mys- 
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teries of man’s existence. 

The technology is precise, and 
with it, according to Scientology 
officials, precise, uniform and 
predictable results can be ob- 
tained, which is the criterion for 
any valid scientific endeavor. 

Hubbard refuses to have any- 
one ‘'believe* in him or in Scien- 
tology. A Scientology student or 
preclear is expected to take four 
specific steps with every new da- 
tum encountered. Indeed, Hub- 
bard claims, these four steps are 
essential to a certainty on any 
thing. 

First, one must know a datum 
exists. One must decide whether 
or not it could possibly apply to 
oneself or the problem at hand. 
One must apply it. And, finally, 
one must judge the results. 

Scientologists trained in the 
application of this technology are 
termed Auditors, an auditor being 
one who listens. In an auditing 
session, a device called an E- 
meter is used as an aid in loca- 
ting the areas of the reactive 
mind containing active emotional 
charge. 

This is the meter which FDA 
officials claimed Scientology was 
employing to *cure* physical ills. 
Scientology leaders deny that the 
meter was ever Intended for or 
used to cure anything. 

The meter is not a particular- 
ly imposing piece of equipment. 

It is basically a sensitive ohm 
meter which measures the body’s 
resistance to a minute electri- 
cal current which is passed 
through the body. Not much larger 
than a cigar box, it has four knobs, 
an arch-shaped dial with gradua- 
tions marked off and a needle 
which moves back and forth 
across the face of the dial. 

On the cover of the meter is a 
small lable reading, *The E- me- 
ter is not Intended or effective 
for the diagnosis, treatment or 
prevention of any disease.* 

Two wires come out of the side 
of the meter and are attached 
with clips to two galvanized tin 
cans which are used, according to 



Scientologists, because they are 
good, reliable conductors. 

The pre- clear (a person re- 
ceiving 1 Scientology processing) 
simply holds the cans in his hands 
and answers questions asked by 
the Auditor. The reaction of the 
needle on the meter indicates 
whether or not there is any emo- 
tional charge present on the ques- 
tion, and when, after examination 
of the area by the pre-clear, the 
charge has lifted or *blown.» 

(Continued on Page 23) 



